CI don't know. There are only eighteen rooms at the
Reserve and they are not all occupied, but I had only
arrived the previous night. I would not know. But every-
one going downstairs and through the hall would pass
the chairs.'

'Then, my dear Vadassy, we can say with reasonable
confidence that one of those now staying at the Reserve
is the person who owns this camera and who took those
photographs. But which? I think we may leave out the
waiters and servants, for they are all from this village or
near-by villages. We shall, of course, make inquiries, but
they will, I think, give us nothing. There are, besides,
ten guests, the manager Roche and his wife. Now,
Vadassy, the guilty one had your camera, a Zeiss Ikon
Contax identical to this one here. It is, you will realise,
obviously quite impossible for us to arrest the entire pen-
sion and search everyone's luggage. Apart from the fact
that several are foreigners whose consuls would be
troublesome, we might fail to find the camera. In that
case the guilty one would be on his guard and we should
be helpless. Inquiries,' he went on pointedly, 'must be
made by someone whose presence would arouse no sus-
picion, who could find out discreetly who has been seen
with a Contax camera.'

'You mean me?'

'You might proceed very simply by finding out which
of them have cameras. Those that have cameras but not
Contax cameras may be less under suspicion than those
who have no cameras. You see, Vadassy, the person who
has your camera may know by now that the change has
been made. In that case he would hide your camera lest
he should be identified as the owner of the camera with
the Toulon photographs in it. There is also the possi-
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